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Act safely at railway level crossings - that's the motto for International Level Crossing 
Awareness Day 2012 (ILCAD).    

Level crossing safety is an important issue that affects the whole community. The combination 
of inattention, poor decisions and reckless behaviour by some motorists put the lives of train 
drivers and the community at risk. 

TasRail has more than 250 railway level crossings on public roads, of which more than half are 
protected with warning lights and bells. All are protected with warning signs. However 
according to TasRail Chief Executive Officer, Damien White, many motorists either 
deliberately chooses to ignore the signs or they fail to observe them.  Mr White said TasRail 
has recorded 68 near miss incidents at level crossings already this financial year, including one 
fatality.  "Each one of these near misses had the potential to result in loss of life and all of them 
caused anxiety and stress to TasRail's train drivers” Mr White said. 
 
TasRail is using ILCAD to again remind all road users to always be vigilant for trains and to be 
aware of the risks.  
 
"Railway level crossings are safe but all road users must respect the signs", Mr White 
said.  "The message is clear - Lose a Minute, Not Your Life".  
 
TasRail is again stepping up its campaign to get its rail safety message out into the community 
with level crossing and anti trespass advertisements airing in some cinemas over the school 
holidays.  
 
This year organisations from 42 countries are participating in ILCAD, including the TrackSAFE 
Foundation who will be developing a rail safety education schools package which will be 
pushed to be included in the national curriculum once finalised.  
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